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Julie Rhodes

Dear Kawai Town,

This time of year, my mother’ s
garden bursts into life. Everything
blooms: tulips, mint, raspberries,
thyme, and lilies. But, of all the plants
of my childhood home, my mother’ s
rosebush is her favorite. | remember
watching her stand next to the tall
bush, wearing her blue striped dress.
Her hands always very tenderly
pbruning the blossoms that hung
around her.

| think often of my mother when | see
the gardens of Kawai town. In
particular, the many sloping trees
gently propped by wooden posts.
Gardening is a lot like love, | think.
Like my mother’ s hands nursing her
roses, and trees’ stilts, love is always
lifting and tending to us. And these
gentle labors are done so softly, we
may not even realize their influence.
Yet we grow far and tall, our heads
held quietly up and crowned with
uncountable blossoms.

May the love of your life always lift
and hold you.

Until next time,

Julie
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