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Dear Kawai Town,

It was early summer, the air was thick and warped
with heat. | saw figures running at top speed across
a field. Hotter than the sun, | could feel the heat of
their willpower rise like steam. This is Kawai Daini’s
rugby team, a brotherhood of enthusiastic, earnest
students and teachers. Every day they train body and
mind for hours. They start with impact training. Even
from the edge of the field, you can hear the smack of
the students tackling the thick pads, mixed with the
sound of their teacher’s encouragement. (The students
sometimes come to the teacher’s room for ice for
their muscles, always smiling.) Then, in small groups
the seniors advise their juniors and strategize. Play,
revise, repeat. The result is a dynamic style that flows
from student to student. You can feel their spirits unite
powerfully in each movement as the force of the team
moves through each member’s hands. On the field they
learn camaraderie, perseverance, kindness, and courage.
These character qualities show in everything they do,
and | am certain they will always guide them in life.
At the end of August, the students have an important
game marking the end of the season for the graduating
third years. Please join me in cheering spiritedly for the
brotherhood of Kawai Daini! [Kiai irete iko!!/

Until next time,
Julie
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