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Dear Kawai Town,

On Tanabata when we decorate bamboo tree and make
a wish upon stars, the students of Kawai Kindergarten
and | learned the words “Sun” “Moon” and “Star”. We
enjoyed a game from my childhood. It was “Duck, Duck,
Goose” game (similar to Hankachi-otoshi in Japan) with
the variation “Sun, Sun, Moon”. For such young students,
the new sounds must have been difficult. Some students
pronounced boldly, and others pronounced shyly,
following my voice. While playing the game, sometimes
the students began a little unsure, whispering the word
quietly. But in this situation, teachers always kindly
encouraged and helped them try. So they soon gained
confidence and excitedly shouted “Moon!” and bolted
around our laughing circle. | was surprised a class of
students who are just three years old could focus so
well on English. Tonight, maybe they will teach their
family the English words they learned, pointing at the
moon and stars. Unfortunately, Tanabata was not sunny
this year, but | hope students’ wishes come true.

Until next time,
Julie
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