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Dear Kawai Town,

At Kawai 2nd Elementary School, the students
watched a special performance. A woman
came onstage, her sleeve lifted to her eyes.
Her movement was so heartrending, that we
almost didn’t notice—she had three shadows. In
fact, she was a traditional ningyo joruri puppet,
manipulated by the puppeteers of Awaji-ningyoza.
The troupe performed three stories, two of which
the sixth grade classes performed together. For
the first, the sixth graders were narrators. The
students used every pitch in their voices and
showed great artistic sensitivity and skill, as
they portrayed the character’s feelings. | was so
impressed and moved by their powerful, melodic
narration. Next, the students were puppeteers.
They showed graceful teamwork—one student
moving the head and right arm, one the feet, and
one the left arm. Thinking carefully about each
other’s movements, they attentively synched their
actions together. Watching the young students
bring the over-100-year-old-puppets to life, |
could feel Japanese tradition come alive in a new
generation’s hands. | believe learning Japanese
traditional culture helps all students who will
experience foreign cultures in the future.

Until next time,
Julie
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