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BADH Sl ELL,

Dear Kawai Town,

It’'s a famous American scene—thousands of people
huddled together in New York, wearing colorful
paper hats, their gaze locked on a 12,000 pound
crystal ball. The ball slowly descends until “5, 4, 3,
2, 1" and a bell is struck 12 times. The streets are
filled with fireworks, and laughter to welcome in the
first moments of the New Year. This is a tradition
that has been held in America since 1907, and is
actually modeled after a maritime tradition which is
called “Time balls”. Time balls were once dropped
down poles in ports at noon. Sailors would use the
balls to adjust their clocks to the correct time.
These traditions remind me of Japan’s temples’
bells ringing 108 times on midnight. In both
countries, the echoes of bells fill the air, cleansing
the old and bringing in the new. | remember waiting
for midnight as a child. My family stood, our fists
filled with confetti, excitement building until the
first bell rung and we threw up our hands. A feeling
of hope, forgiveness, and joy swept over us as the
confetti gently fell like a thousand tiny stars.

Across the world, this feeling of renewal touches
each of us. | hope you will have a great year !

TKNET, BREOEVE(F BICEREFREE
EOFRFER =
N\ <BBEMCABECHBRENAILAELY), FCTE
) — BLEONBETRBIILR—ILTT,

RERDTUGHNETE

CNET7AVHDBERBRASTCI-—Z21—3—7THF
HDANLDBEYEYDEDIBFZHN SR> TEF.
12, 000R>K (95, 400k g) MTZIURIILD
A= ZBDHTVWET, [5-4-3:-2-11] &0
NI RTOUCEDETR=IAD L) EFYTEE
T TUTEN 20F]1NET, HEE. FIERPDOER
EROMNEAF CRIEINET, CNIET1907FENSH
GIRITET. [91L48—)L] EWDBICET BEHENR
BT, B 9T1TLR—ILEEFICHRDE. BlLHDEET
FTRYUELFE UL, IEEFRSZz EEGEREICEDE
B7z2H12. COR—NZEFBLE U, FELOZDEHIEF
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F9. (FAVHEBAD) METENEREE, TLED
U FILLWEDZEEESLET, FTEHDEICERD
ERFOTWECEZRVWELE T, ERKIFHENEZE
L. h<h<T2GFEZE58TRINDENIESET
U>TWT. ZULTRITEFFE Uss RSN T O/
BOEOCEBULLEETWCEE, BE-#FL - ZLTED
EVWSTERRIEN T E B EERILE U,
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EVDDICHNET, BTFEICE>TRWVWIEIIRYET L
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Until next time, FNTE £
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