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Dear Kawai Town,

March is a time of transitions. The chill air shifts
and warms, and students move from one grade
to the next. Last year, | was deeply impressed the
graduation ceremonies’ tearful farewell songs,
hopeful speeches, and finally the students’ last steps
out of the school. The seniors were the juniors’
second teachers, showing them how to throw their
first pitch in baseball, how to be responsible, how
to be kind. This is also true in America. In Colorado,
my students were immigrants. They guided their
juniors through learning their first English words,
and living in a new country. At graduation the
juniors wept and said goodbye to their seniors, who
wore the traditional black American gowns, but
adorned with cultural symbols, like bright Ghanaian
Kente cloth, or flowery Palauan leis. In their seniors’
actions—from studying diligently, to their daily hard
work in their club activities, to their encouraging
words—they show their juniors how to build a work
ethic and ethical view. To this year’s graduating
6thand 9thgraders, | want to thank you for all you
have taught your fellow students. | wish you luck
and happiness.

Until next time,
Julie
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