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As you enter the gate of Nishinagura nursery,
walking through the gate dotted on either side with
vibrant flowers, you immediately feel the presence
of childhood. As you walk up to the classrooms,
passing the students’ small clogs resting in lines, you
can hear the voices of the teachers and students
rising in unison. Today, we learned the English
names for family members—*Mommy, Daddy, Baby,
Grandma, Grandpa”— the grammar structure “who
is this?” and a song to remember them all called
“baby shark.” The students sang enthusiastically,
clapping their hands together like sharks. | feel
like learning these words is important, because
for young learners their family is their world. Each
person and experience holds a great deal of weight.
Teachers too, hold a great deal of influence, and the
teachers at the nursery understand how important
each experience is to a young child. | hope they can
call their family members in English.
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