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Dear Kawai Town.

In 19thcentury America, Caravans of pioneers
braved dangerous landscapes to found much of
the west, including my home state of Colorado.
This road-trip tradition still lives on now. Families
are often split between the states, and can be
thousands of miles away from each other. So, long
car trips are common. This summer, while visiting
America, my family and | took a road-trip from
Colorado to Texas, a distance of about 1,600km. It
took us 2 days. We piled into the car with blankets,
snacks, music, and maps. We talked for hours as
the American countryside rolled by. It looked so
different from landscape of Japan, yet somehow the
same. The gently rustling cotton like the rustling
mustard, the cattle-dotted plains like the crane-
dotted rice fields. The Rocky Mountains stood
quiet and eternal, like the wooded mountains that
surround Nara. Many of my friends here have told
me about driving into the Japanese countryside,
or taking a daytrip to visit a hot spring. All the
beauty of Japanese landscapes defines your internal
landscapes, and shapes who you are.

Until next time,
Julie.
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