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Dear Kawai Town,

Before | came to Japan,l had never experienced a
festival like Kawai’s summer matsuri. In America we
do not have matsuri, but we have carnivals. Carnivals
are traveling groups that will come to different towns
throughout the year. They bring rides like small Ferris
wheels, and games like balloon darts. They also bring
special food. Some of it is similar to masturi food, like
candied apples. But some of it is different, like funnel
cakes, which are made by frying thin strings of cake
batter. They look like balls of donut string! But the
thing that | think is the most different about American
carnivals and Japanese matsuri, is the atmosphere.
At Kawai’s festival, | felt a deep warmth and sense
of community. It was wonderful seeing my students
together with their friends, wearing yukata and
laughing. | also enjoyed the traditional dances. Even
if they are a little clumsy, everyone tries together.
Doing the steps with the citizens of Kawai created a
feeling of kindness and togetherness. But | think my
favorite part was the fireworks display. The glittering
lights brightened my heart. When | looked behind me
at the crowd, | saw everyone’s faces lit up with color
and joy. In that moment, | felt so lucky to live and
work in Kawai, as the fireworks bloomed in the sky.

Until next time,
Julie
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