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Dear Kawai Town

This New Year, | ate Osechi for the first time. | was
invited by my dear friend to join her family for the
traditional new year’s meal. The first thing that |
noticed were the many different beautiful colors,
flavors, and preparation styles. | admired the diverse
cooking skills my friend used to create the different
dishes. | could imagine her rolling the Datemaki-
tamago, rubbing salt on the red sea bream, thinly
slicing the daikon and carrot for the Kohaku-
namasu. Sweet, salty, sour, bitter—all the flavors
mingled together, as well as a few flavors | had
never tasted before, like the dense smokiness of
kazunoko. In America, we don’t have specific foods
we eat on New Year’s Day. So, to eat a special meal
prepared so carefully with so much meaning, made
the day feel more significant and hopeful. My friend
explained how each dish was for long life, prosperity,
and luck. | thought that the luckiest thing was to be
at that table, with my kind friend and her family. |
hope you all will have a great year.

Until next time,
Julie
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