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Dear Kawai Town,

The sea shone brightly, the green waves flowed out
into the deeper, darker ocean. My students rolled up
their pants and shirts and jumped in, and splashed
each other happily. In May, | attended 1st Junior
High’s school trip to Okinawa with my third-years.
We prayed for world peace and studied at the Peace
Museum, watched an Eisa performance, and explored
International Street. The students also experienced
Okinawan life through a homestay in a small island
town. Their kind host families welcomed the students
into their houses, made a homecooked meal, and
showed them the beautiful island—covered in tropical
plants and dotted with colorful guardian statues. My
favorite moment was the morning after the homestay,
when the students played shamisen and sung “Nada
Sou Sou” for their host families. The students’ voices
were bright and gentle, and their song washed over
us like a soft ocean wave. In English, we call farewells
like this “sweet sorrow.” Going to Okinawa with their
peers and teachers made their relationships stronger.
They learned about the beautiful island, but also about
each other. We are so lucky to make a lifelong memory
together.

Until next time,
Julie
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