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Dear Kawai Town,

Three years ago, | came to Kawai town. | remember
| was amazed how green everything is: the bamboo,
the rice paddies, the gardens. | thought “this place is
full of life.” As the years passed, | learned more and
more about that vibrant life. From my students with

FLWEREEF B EZZATVEELL D,

HELRDUSHDOETA

3FEFL FTTBETICRE Ureo FAETT. KB, ERE.

2TOYPNEARICEREBE LUTVRNCRIELEDEER
TWET, COBMEBTHICHAINTVWREBWE U,

FENEDICDONT. ZOBLHIEFICDOVTISICEDY

FUo BRABVBRESOZR SILEHENS. BIEROD

their limitless enthusiasm and joy, to my co-teachers’  EEZEDHBICHT ZIEHC. BLLWEBTUIZTINDS
passion for education, to the citizens and town hall BREBRBOBEE T, 58, —ADERN[NDR
staff that welcomed me with gentle smiles. One day,  (R)J&E[R—AR)IDEWVCOVWTBRTIHE U, T

a student asked me the difference between the words
“house” and “home.” | told her that a “house” is a
building where you live, but “home” is more emotional
and complex. It is the place where you are surrounded
by people you care deeply for. It is where you sleep
and see the morning’s first soft, hopeful light. It is a
place of many memories. It is where you feel safe, and
loved. “Home,” is a place in your heart, that gives your
life meaning. | want to thank you, Kawai Town, for
being my Home, now and always. As the green returns
to this landscape, | feel a deep nostalgia and joy. The
persimmon trees have grown green fruit, and though
I will not see it ripen, | know it will be sweet. | was
so lucky to live here, and meet all of you. | hope your
lives will be always be joyful, meaningful, and sweet.
Thank you, for everything.

Next time—somewhere, sometime, let’s meet again.
Julie
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